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diversity of taste. A certain sedentary majority
would prefer to remain where they were. Many
would choose the Renaissance ; many some stately
and simple period of Grecian life; and still more
elect to pass a few years wandering among the
villages of Palestine with an inspired conductor.
For some of our quaintly vicious contemporaries,
we have the decline of the Roman Empire and
the reign of Henry III. of France. But there are
others not quite so vicious, who yet cannot look
upon the world with perfect gravity, who have
never taken the categorical imperative to wife,
and have more taste for what is comfortable than
for what is magnanimous and high; and I can
imagine some of these casting their lot in the
Court of Blois during the last twenty years of
the life of Charles of Orleans.

The duke and duchess, their staff of officers
and ladies, and the high-born and learned persons
who were attracted to Blois on a visit, formed a
society for killing time and perfecting each other in
various elegant accomplishments, such as we might
imagine for an ideal watering-place in the Delec-
table Mountains. The company hunted and went
on pleasure-parties ; they played chess, tables, and
many other games. What we now call the history
of the period passed, I imagine, over the heads of
these good people much as it passes over our own